For immediate publication.
Historic Northumberland B&B up for National award.
St Cuthbert’s House luxury Bed & Breakfast near Seahouses, Northumberland, has been named as a finalist in the Enjoy England Awards For Excellence 2011.  The B&B received the Gold Award at the North East Tourism Awards recently, and went forward with seven other Regional winners.  Just two have been selected to compete for the top award at the National award ceremony, to be held in Birmingham in April.
The B&B is a 200-year-old former Presbyterian church in Seahouses, Northumberland, which has been carefully renovated. Owners Jeff & Jill Sutheran, who planned and worked on the renovation themselves and now run the business, are delighted to be shortlisted for the prestigious award.

 

Jill said: “We love to see guests exploring and discovering the hidden beauty of the Northumberland Coast, from the comfort of St Cuthbert’s House.  Being selected as one of only two national finalists helps to raise awareness of this beautiful area, and of St Cuthbert’s House as a great place to stay.” 

Jeff added: “The judges for the national final have commented that this year’s entrants have continued to raise the bar in quality and service.  We are very happy to be acknowledged as being amongst the best guest accommodation businesses in the whole country, it’s a great honour.”

After a long and painstaking restoration and conversion of the listed building - which carefully integrated many original features like the pulpit and communion table - the business opened three years ago, providing luxurious guest accommodation in six ensuite bedrooms.  Having received the highest accolade at the 2010 North East Tourism Awards, the business has now moved into contention for the top national prize.
The Enjoy England Awards for Excellence 2011 celebrate the best of English tourism, across 17 categories. Regional winners are rigorously scrutinised by independent assessors, and judged by a board of tourism industry experts and experienced travel journalists. Jeff said: “The process of entering these awards has helped us to measure and improve what we’ve created at St Cuthbert’s House, and to help raise the profile of the Northumberland coast as a wonderful place to visit.”

Ends.
For more information, contact:

Jeff & Jill Sutheran
St Cuthbert’s House
192 Main St
North Sunderland, Seahouses
Northumberland NE68 7UB
01665 720456

07787 289388 (Jeff’s mobile)
Our Press & Media page is here: http://www.stcuthbertshouse.com/press_media.html and has links to press releases, video footage and other media resources.

stay@stcuthbertshouse.com
www.stcuthbertshouse.com 
Our blog http://stcuthbertshouse.blogspot.com/
Our Facebook page http://on.fb.me/musyU
Our Verified Reviews http://bit.ly/gjZ8lQ 
Our Tripadvisor reviews http://bit.ly/12BNBw
Our Flickr photostream http://bit.ly/sCpvc
Our Tweets http://twitter.com/cuthbertshouse
Editor's notes:

1. St Cuthbert's House was formerly a Presbyterian church, built in 1810. It is a Grade II listed building.

2. Jill had very clear ideas as she designed the restoration, and has brought a real flair to the building - for example, by incorporating a sweeping continuous handrail on an imposing central stairway, integrating the original pulpit and communion table into the living spaces, and utilising ingenious lighting effects throughout.

3. Following the renovation, the former congregation returned for a service of 'blessing' the house, and all were delighted to see their old building brought back to life.

4. St Cuthbert's House is graded 5-star Gold Award by VisitBritain, and also has a Gold Award from the Green Tourism Business Scheme. It has achieved a coveted VisitBritain 'Breakfast Award' - awarded to only a small proportion of accredited businesses.

5. St Cuthbert's House is passionate about high-quality, local food and produce, and champions many distinctive local food suppliers.

6. Double & Twin rooms cost between £95-£105. St Cuthbert's House welcomes children over 12 yrs.

7. Evening meals are available occasionally.

8. St Cuthbert's House was awarded 'North-East Bed & Breakfast of the Year 2010' at the North-East Tourism Awards, and will receive Gold or Silver at the National Awards ceremony in April 2011.

9. The business has been featured in the Guardian, the Daily Telegraph, Time Out UK and a host of web and magazine features about 'Green Tourism', and the Northumberland Coast. It also featured in a BBC 'Songs of Praise' programme in January 2009. Links and excerpts from these features are available on our Press & Media page at http://www.stcuthbertshouse.com/press_media.html.

10. Jeff has led workshops for tourism businesses, on the subjects of online marketing and social media. St Cuthbert's House is active and effective in this area, and is amongst the leaders in the early-adoption of these powerful tools within the tourism sector.

11. Any of the images on our website http://www.stcuthbertshouse.com can be provided high-res if required. Simply email a request, or call.

12. Jeff & Jill are musicians, and have made several recordings in their home-studio as part of a local community venture - which have sold many thousands of copies.

13. When guests are celebrating special events, breakfast is often 'piped in' by Jill, who plays the Northumbrian Pipes.

14. Jeff is a former senior uniformed officer, is accustomed to speaking live on camera, radio and large stages, and is happy to provide quotes and soundbites on tourism-related issues.
